Our Mission:  The mission of the Delta Gamma Center for Children with Visual Impairments is to help children who are blind or visually impaired reach their full potential through family-centered & specialized services & support.


GRADS Participant Readiness Indicators, 2016-17
The purpose of GRADS is to help children develop friendships and social skills, increase independence, and increase participation in community activities.  While we welcome all children age 3 and up with visual impairments who would benefit from participation, we recognize that no one program meets the needs of every child.  This list of readiness indicators is designed to help parents determine whether their children would benefit and are ready for participation in GRADS. Please note that the skills are cumulative. We understand that some children who would benefit may not have developed all of these skills due to medical conditions.  
We encourage you to talk with our staff about this should you have any questions.  

Indications that a child is ready for Explorers (approximate age range, 3-PreK)

· Ability to separate from parent with redirection and support
· Ability to transition to new activities with redirection and support
· Demonstration of an interest in others

· Ability to indicate basic wants, needs, and interests through words, signs, gestures, or vocalizations

Challengers I (approximate age range, 6-10)
All indications for Explorers, plus:

· Communicates with others by using words, signs, and/or a device 
· Has basic self-care skills 
· Readiness to participate in a variety of group activities at the Center and in the community 
· Keeps track of personal belongings with supports 
Challengers II (approximate age range, 10-14)
All indications for Explorers and Challengers I, plus:
· Emerging self-awareness related to his/her disability

· Able to participate in Facilitator-led discussions with peers by using words, signs, and/or a device

· Mostly independent in self-care (*important readiness for a 3-4 day trip)
· Follows group rules in a variety of environments
Chat & Party (approximate age range, 14-18 or completion of high school classes) 
All indications for Explorers and Challengers I and II, plus:

· Ability to engage in structured and informal conversations with peers by using words, signs, and/or a device
· Independent in self-care (*important readiness for a 4-5 day challenge trip)
· Wants to participate in a wide range of activities that not only challenge each individual participant but also provides fun & adventure with others
